Getting an animal into Panama

Go to the Panama Embassy website to find the requirements for bringing in a pet.  There is a pdf form there that can be filled out and faxed to Panama.

http://www.embassyofpanama.org/cms/pets3.php

Step 1. Call the USDA office in your state and make sure you get the right forms
that the veterinarian needs to fill out.  

This is really important because a lot of vets don't know the right forms (although they may say that they do), let alone even know if they are federally accredited or not.   Also find out from the USDA if your vet is federally accredited - - they have a database of all vets that are accredited.

Step 2. Call around to different airlines and see if they will allow
the pet to travel either in cargo or in carry-on.  

This is important because depending on the airline and the time of year, sometimes you
can't carry your animal in cargo.  Be sure the airline has a temperature controlled and pressurized cargo hold for animals.  Get it in writing and triple check that they know that
you are traveling with a pet.  If it is a carry-on animal, be extra careful that the carrier will fit under the seat in front of you.  And don't trust the people from the airline on the phone as to what dimensions will fit.  


Step 3.  Call the airline and book your tickets and your pet's
ticket at the same time.  

This is because they only allow so many animals on one plane, and you do want your animal on the same flight as you.  Then when it is done, call back and verify that everything is correct with a different agent.  


Step 3. Use the form Cuarantena de animales formularios y requisitos.  You will find this as a link on the embassy website link listed above.  


Step 4. Thirty days prior to leaving the country but no longer, go to
your veterinarian who must be federally accredited (check with the
USDA and make sure your vet is federally accredited, as mentioned
before).  Have the vet fill out the international health certificate and the signed
rabies certificate along with another form that the USDA will tell
you about in step 1 above.  Don't have the vet fill out the general form, because the airport requires this one (the general form) to be completed 10 days or less prior to departure, but no longer than 10 days.  The rabies vaccine must be at least 30 days old, but no more than 1 year when you arrive in Panama.

Step 5.  Take the forms from the vet to the USDA office the same day to be notarized (or apostilled).   Go to the USDA office that notarizes animal health certificates (there is one per state that does this), and with all of the forms (the originally signed ones, not copies) and have the USDA office notarize all of the forms.  Tell them to make sure to make copies of all forms before you send the originals to the embassy.
Note:  If you have more than one pet, all of them can be put on the same form.  That way, the $30 you send to the embassy will cover all the pets.  If they are put on separate forms, it will be $30/pet.  

Step 6.  Take or send by FedEx the USDA notorized forms (originals), along with a 
pre-paid FedEX envelope that is addressed to yourself, to the Consulate of
Panama in Washington DC.  Enclose a $30 money order.  Let them know you are sending something, so they can be on the look out for it.  It is vital that there is a fast turn around time, and they will return the forms to you the same day they receive them if you let them know they are arriving.  


Step 7. Call the embassy to verify they have received the forms and check progress. 


Step 8. Make sure you purchase an animal carrier that is appropriate
Also make sure you get from your vet any sedatives that may be useful for keeping the animal happy during the long and arduous travel period.  Some vets do not recommend sedatives.

Step 9. Receive health forms from Embassy, and keep them with your
passports, because your animal won't be able to a) get on airplane, or
b) get into Panama without them.  To be sure you have enough cash, take at least $200 per pet.  It costs $130/animal to get them through quarantine, and if they have to stay overnight, it will be a little more.


Step 10. Go back to your veterinarian 10 days or less before your flight and have them fill out the general health certificate.  This one is required by the airlines.

Step 11. Three days prior to departure, email or fax the form, Cuarentena de animales formularios y requisitos (found on the embassy website) to the
Ministry of Health in Panama.  dcontreras@minsa.gob.pa.  
The email might bounce, so you might have to fax it at (507) 212-9449 and (507) 238-4059.  

Step 12.  Leave extra early for your flight, because there will almost
certainly be complications, despite everyone's best efforts.
Step 13.  Airport quarantine and vet release:  

If your flight is going to arrive (or may arrive due to delays) after 8:30pm Panama time, be sure to either a) call the airport to have a vet stay later or meet you (for example on a
weekend) or b) be prepared to have your animal stay in quarantine at the airport until the following business day (Monday if over a weekend).  Although they are open till 10pm, it can take an hour or more to get through customs to the vet.  By the way, the vet happens
to be at the place where they scan your luggage, after you pick it up off the turnstyles and after customs has checked your passports.

